Houston County Commissioners Meeting

May 6, 2014

Perry, Georgia

The Houston County Board of Commissioners met in regular session at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, May 6, 2014 at the Houston County Courthouse in Perry, Georgia with Chairman Stalnaker presiding and Commissioners McMichael, Walker, Thomson and Robinson present. Also present were Director of Administration Barry Holland, Human Resources Director Ken Carter, Director of Operations Robbie Dunbar, Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews, Director of Purchasing Mark Baker, Chief Tax Appraiser James Moore, Houston County Tax Assessor Representative Amanda Clark, Walton and Becky Wood and County Attorney Tom Hall.  

Chairman Stalnaker led the audience in the Invocation.

Winston Symmes, former Major, US Army led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and then detailed his military career.  Mr. Symmes was born in Bogota, Columbia and came to the U.S. at the age of four when he was adopted.  As he grew older he felt a great desire to serve his country.  After four years of ROTC at the University of Kentucky, he entered the service as a 2nd lieutenant in the field artillery.  He attended airborne school and then later switched to the military intelligence field.  He spent several tours in both Germany and Korea and in 2009 was deployed to Iraq.  Mr. Symmes eventually came to Robins Air Force Base with the J-Stars unit and left the service in 2012.  He stated that the Robins community showed great support of the military and its mission.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the minutes of April 15, 2014.  
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1788 submitted by Lakeithia Basley. The property is located at 103 Centennial Drive, Byron, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 73, 5th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 7, Block “C”, Section 1, Phase 1B of American Heritage Subdivision, consisting of 0.51 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception Home Occupation for a Dessert Baking business with no change in zoning.  This application was originally tabled at the April 1st Board meeting and sent back to Zoning & Appeals since the applicant was not present at the March 24th hearing.  Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage at the property and the products are to be delivered to customers. Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant complies with all state requirements as a cottage-type industry and will have no employees.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception #1788.

Applicant was present but had no additional information to add.

There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1788 subject to no signage and the products are to be delivered to customers.
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Chairman Stalnaker made a blanket statement for the benefit of all applicants for Special Exceptions for home occupations that even if the Board of Commissioners approves an application, neighborhood covenants may still impose certain restrictions upon or against home occupation businesses.  The Board of Commissioners does not enforce these covenants.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1794 submitted by Debbie Bennett.  The property is located at 178 Harner Road, Kathleen, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 150, 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 5 of The Woods Subdivision, consisting of 1.35 acres.  Existing use is R-AG residential. Proposed use is a Special Exception Home Occupation for a Wedding Planning/Decorating business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage and no clients to the home.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant will have a home office only and will meet clients at off-site locations.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception #1794.
Applicant was present but had no additional information to add.

There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve Application #1794 subject to no signage and no clients to the home.
Mr. Andrews made a blanket statement for the benefit of all applicants for Special Exceptions for home occupations explaining that the next step in the process, if their application is approved, is to pay for a business license at the Commissioner’s office at the Warner Robins Annex building.
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1795 submitted by Brian Gross.  The property is located at 341 Peach Blossom Road, Bonaire, Georgia, and is more specifically described as being in LL 196, 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 6, Block “H”, Section 2, Phase 4 of Peachtree Estates Subdivision, consisting of 0.47 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential.  Proposed use is a Firearms business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the Zoning & Appeals Board recommends tabling of this application in order for the County Attorney to review and then advise the Board on what effect that the recently signed HB60 gun bill may have on this application.  Mr. Andrews explained that the Zoning & Appeals Board was aware that the bill had been signed by the Governor at the time of their hearing, but they were not aware of the effective date.

Chairman Stalnaker recognized the applicant.  Mr. Gross stated that the County Attorney already had six weeks to review this matter and should be ready to advise the Board now so that action may be taken.  Chairman Stalnaker explained that the County Attorney needed this time to complete his review and that the County will amend the applicable ordinance if necessary before July 1st.  

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to table Application #1795 to give the County Attorney time to review and advise the Board on the effects HB60 may have on the application.
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Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1796 submitted by Veganda Wasserman.  The property is located at 224 River West Road, Bonaire, Georgia, and is more specifically described as being in LL 87, 11th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 8, Block “C”, Section 3 of River West Subdivision, consisting of 1.55 acres.  Existing use is R-AG residential.  Proposed use is for an Internet Sales Business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage at the property, no retail sales from the home and no storage of inventory at the home.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant filed this application after the recent amendment to the regulations that would allow this type of home-based business.  

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception #1796.

Applicant was present but had no additional information to add.

There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve Application #1796 subject to no signage at the property, no retail sales from the home and no storage of inventory at the home.
Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1797 submitted by Enid Gamez.  The property is located at 1140 Dunbar Road, Warner Robins, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 100 of the 5th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 5 of a re-subdivision of Tract “1”, consisting of 0.81 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Landscaping and Property Management business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage at the property, no customers to the home, and allowing for a 5 ft. x 10 ft. trailer to be used for the business and stored in an accessory building, and no repairs of equipment made at residence.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application
#1797.  

Applicant was present but did not have additional information to add.

There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. Walker second by Mr. Thomson carried unanimously to approve Application #1797 subject to no signage at the property, no customers to the home, and allowing for a 5 ft. x 10 ft. trailer to be used for the business stored in an accessory building, and no repairs of equipment made at the residence. 
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Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception for Application #1798 submitted by Chris and Amanda Vanlandingham.  The property is located at 716 Old Perry Road, Kathleen, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 246, 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 4 as shown on a plat of survey for Chris Vanlandingham and Kisha Vanlandingham consisting of 5.0 acres.  Existing use is R-AG residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Inflatable Play Equipment business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the application complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage at the property, no customers to the home and allowing for a 6 ft. x 12 ft. enclosed trailer to be stored in the rear yard.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant intends to operate primarily a home office only and provide services at off-site locations.
Mr. McMichael asked if the equipment would be inflated at the home for any reason such as for necessary repairs.  Mr. Andrews stated that the repairs would be contracted out by the applicant.

Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1798.  

Applicant was present and stated that he would not inflate any equipment at the home for display purposes.  He indicated that he may, from time to time, inflate a piece of equipment in order to wash it.
There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve Application #1798 subject to no signage, no customers to the home and allowing for a 6 ft. x 12 ft. enclosed trailer to be stored in the rear yard, and no equipment inflated or displayed at the residence. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1799 submitted by Victor and Tina DaSilva.  The property is located at 134 Wimbish Way, Perry, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 107, 13th Land District of Houston County, Lot 27, Block F, Section 3 of Lea Glen Subdivision, consisting of 4.51 acres.  Existing use is R-AG residential.  Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Firearm Instruction business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends tabling of this application in order for the County Attorney to review and then advise the Board on what effect that the recently signed HB60 gun bill may have on this application.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to table Application #1799 to give the County Attorney time to review and advise the Board on the effects House Bill 60 may have on the application.

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1800 submitted by Shawn Smith.  The property is located at 102 Clover Hill Drive, Kathleen, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 104, 10th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, Lot 2, Block “D” of Cardinal Ridge Subdivision, consisting of 1.87 acres.  Existing use is R-1 residential. 
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Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation Automotive Accessories (Internet Sales) business with no change in zoning. Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and that the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage at the property and no retail sales from the home.  The Zoning & Appeals vote to approve was three members for approval and one abstention because that member lived in close proximity to the applicant.  Mr. Andrews explained that the application complies with the recent amendment to the regulations that would allow this type of home-base business.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application 

#1800.  

Applicant was present but did not have additional information.

There was no opposition.

There being no comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve Application #1800 subject to no signage and no retail sales from the home. 

Chief Building Inspector Tim Andrews presented Special Exception Application #1801 submitted by Darrell and Polly Passinault.  The property is located at 346 Scott Road, Elko, Georgia, and is more specifically described as LL 310 of the 14th Land District of Houston County, Georgia, as shown on a plat of survey for Darrell L. Passinault and Polly B. Passinault, consisting of 10 acres.  Existing use is R-AG residential. Proposed use is a Special Exception for a Home Occupation for a Logging and Log Transportation business with no change in zoning.  Mr. Andrews stated that the applicant complies with Section 95 of the Comprehensive Land Development Regulations and the Board of Zoning & Appeals recommends unanimous approval subject to no signage at the property, no outside storage, and no clients to the home.  Mr. Andrews explained that the applicant would operate a home office only and that his logging activity was conducted in the west Georgia area.  He also explained that the home was in an agricultural area of south Houston County and that the applicant plans to occasionally store some equipment in a pole barn on his property but would mostly move his equipment from logging site to logging site.
Chairman Stalnaker then opened a public hearing on Special Exception Application #1801.  

Darrell Passinault, applicant, was present and stated that it might be necessary to make repairs to his equipment from time to time but he pointed out that he also owns the 88 acres surrounding the 10 acre plot that his house was on.

There was no opposition.

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed.

Motion by Mr. McMichael second by Mr. Walker carried unanimously to approve Application #1801 subject to no signage at the property, no outside storage and no clients to the home.
Barry Holland, Houston County Director of Administration, conducted a first reading of an alcohol license application for the retail package sale of beer, wine and liquor submitted by Jagdish Patel representing the Houston Lake Liquor Store to be located at 1946 Houston Lake Road, Kathleen.  A second reading and public hearing will be held at the May 20th Commissioners meeting at 6:00 p.m. at the Houston County Annex building.
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Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve the appointment of Ms. Linda Curry to another three-year term on the Phoenix Center Community Service Board.  Ms. Curry’s term will begin July 1, 2014 and expire on June 30, 2017.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the appointment of Mr. Joe Brownlee to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Neal Rearden on the Houston County Development Authority.  Mr. Brownlee’s term will expire on December 31, 2014.

Chairman Stalnaker commended Mr. Rearden for his long service to the Authority and stated that Georgia Power has been a big player in economic development in Georgia for years.  This appointment will maintain that connectivity that the Authority has with Georgia Power.  Mr. Brownlee, Area Manager for Georgia Power, stated that he is honored to serve and also commended Mr. Rearden for his service.

Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to authorize Chairman Stalnaker to sign the settlement agreement and the related deed to resolve the driveway encroachment issue concerning the Elko water tank property and the property of Mike and Dianne Colvin.  The Colvin’s agree to purchase the specified tract of land at the fair market value of $1,829.52 to settle the issue.  The settlement funds should be credited back to the Water Fund.

Motion by Ms. Robinson, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the hiring of poll workers for the upcoming May 20, 2014 General Primary/Non-partisan General/Special Election as follows:






Each



Total
21 Managers


          $125.00



$2,625.00

42 Assistant Managers
          $  85.00



$3,570.00

110 Clerks


          $  75.00



$8,250.00

180 Training


          $  25.00



$4,500.00

14 Janitors

                      $  15.50


            $   217.00 

  

4 Janitors


          $  25.00



$   100.00

213 TS Units


          $    3.00


            $   639.00

2 Election Night Helpers
          $  50.00



$   100.00

2 Supply Pick Up Helpers
          $  50.00



$   100.00

3 Election Night Check In
          $  50.00


            $   150.00

1 Tech



          $125.00
                                    $   125.00

19 Supply Pick Up/Return Supplies $  10.00



$   190.00

22 Cell Phones

          $  10.00

            
$   220.00







TOTAL
           $20,786.00
 






Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. McMichael and carried unanimously to approve the award of the storm drainage repairs to Northeast Concrete Company of Macon in the total amount of $161,583.30.  The five projects included are:  105 Edgewater Court/Statham’s Landing for $13,543.00; 108 Club Court/Statham’s Landing for $47,186.80; 509 Wexford Circle/Kings Crossing for $38,816.00; 501 Wexford Circle/Kings Crossing for $38,010.00; 213 Ellicott Drive/Oxton Plantation for $24,027.50.  
Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the award of the Toomer Road base and paving project from Orchard Road to the County line to Reeves Construction of Macon, GA in the amount of $88,481.00.  This project will be funded by SPLOST 2006.

Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued on Page 846
Houston County Board of Commissioners Meeting Continued from Page 845
Chairman Stalnaker stated that this is the last section of Toomer Road that needed to be paved and that it will now provide the residents of that area more than one means of ingress/egress.

Motion by Mr. Thomson, second by Mr. Walker and carried unanimously to approve the execution of the engineering proposal from Saunders Engineering Consultants of Centerville in the amount of $8,000 for design services on improvements to the Old Hawkinsville Road and SR247 intersection.  This project will be funded by SPLOST 2012.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the award of the Phase 5 Landfill cell construction to Peed Brothers, Inc. of Butler, GA in the amount of $1,329.522.51.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the award of one Model 120V Split Drum Vibratory Roller to Shannon Chastain Enterprises, Inc. of Eatonton, GA in the amount of $24,500 for use in the Roads Department.

Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to approve the award of one Ford F-350 1-Ton Crew Cab Flatbed Truck to Jeff Smith Ford of Byron in the amount of $25,066.80 for use in the Roads Department.  This will be funded by SPLOST 2012.

Chairman Stalnaker mentioned that there is a hidden cost savings in this truck as well as some other recent truck purchases since the County has gone from 2-1/2 ton diesel trucks to 1-ton gasoline trucks for certain applications.  The cost savings in the gasoline engine over the diesel engine plus the cost of the fuel is a benefit to the County.
Motion by Mr. McMichael, second by Ms. Robinson and carried unanimously to approve the payment of bills totaling $2,799,227.12.  
Chairman Stalnaker then opened the meeting for public comments.
Becky Wood thanked the Board and County employees for their thoughts and prayers following the recent passing of her brother.  She expressed her thanks for the thoughtful and compassionate acts shown to both the Hammock and Woods families.  She also expressed thanks for their support during her recent hospital stay.  
There being no further public comments the meeting was continued.

The Chairman then asked for comments from the Commissioners.

The Board collectively thanked the Woods for their service to the community.

Mr. McMichael wished Jay Walker a happy birthday.

Mr. Walker mentioned that it was Robbie Dunbar’s birthday this month as well.

Chairman Stalnaker briefed the Board on his recent trip to Washington, D.C. to attend Col. Mitch Butikofer’s promotion ceremony.  He was promoted to brigadier general on May 5th and is currently serving as Director, Policy and Resources at the Pentagon.
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Mr. McMichael recognized the passing of Mr. Walter ‘Randy’ Randall on Saturday.  Mr. Randall was the current Chairman of the Robins Regional Chamber of Commerce and a very active member of the community.

There being no further comments from the Commissioners the meeting was continued.
Motion by Mr. Walker, second by Mr. Thomson and carried unanimously to adjourn the meeting.  
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